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GOING ON NOW

Confirmation Classes

This instructional course on the basic
tenants of the Christian faith is made
available for any child ages 11-14. If you
have a child or know of a child that would
like to enter into Confirmation, contact
the Pastor or church office.

Lutherans Women’s Mission
League (LWML)

We meet Each Month, dates change per
the event. Come contribute to Lutheran
Missions Worldwide!

All women are welcome!

Altar Guild
Since the morning of Christ’s resurrection, as
the women approached to prepare the body
of Christ for burial, ladies have gathered
before the Sunday service to prepare the
body of Christ for communion. If you are
interested in helping with this sacred task,
contact Kathy Peterson or Lillian Holttum.

Free Community Dinner!
Community free dinner served every
Wednesday at 5pm. If you are interested in
joining this ministry contact our Human
Care Chairman, Kay Hermann.

Choir

Choir practice is on Wednesdays at 6Fm.
Contact Rod Larson or Ken Young, for
more if interested in joining.

New Member’s Class
Anyone interested in becoming a new
member, please contact Pastor

Sonnenberg or the church office.

360-457-4122.

UPCOMING SERVICES

Oct 4™

Oct 11™

Oct 18™

Oct 25™

Nov 1%

Nov 8™

Nov 15"

Nov 22™

Nov 25™

Nov 29"

Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
Matt 21:33-46

Twentieth Sunday after
Pentecost
Matt 22:1-14

Twenty-first Sunday
after Pentecost
Matt 22:15-22

Reformation Day
John 8:31-36

All Saint’s Day
Matt 5:1-12

Twenty-Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost
Matt 25:1-13

Twenty-Fifth Sunday
after Pentecost
Matt 25:14-30

Last Sunday of the
Church Year

Matt 25:31-46
Thanksgiving Eve

First Sunday in Advent
Matt 21:1-9
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help!
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Many hands are
needed to make this
annual event a
success!
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Please check all the
ways you will be
involved on the

Volunteer slips. We
need help from

bakers, homemade
items, greeters,

setting up tables,
decorate, package
baked goods, price
items. help in the
kitchen, help with
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clean up.
St. Matthew Fellowship Hall "ﬁ‘: So many
November 13 and 14 ’ ﬁ: opportunities to
o help out!
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For More Information talk with Chris Glas or Jan Edmonds

&



= A DEEPEST THANK YOU TOTLr

|/ OUR SUNDAY SNACK HOS

1%

SN

AC

SHARING

| CREATIN
| COMMUNITY

GENEROSITY

1
Thank you to our

September Hosts!

Robin Sonnenberg, Sherril

Clark, Kay Hermann, Cindy

Schlaffman, Peggy Romero,

Chris Glas, Robin McHattie,
Lu Meiner

MEN’S PRAYER
& BREAKFAST »
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WILL RESUME
LEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 26 AT 4o

ST MaTTHEW BOOK CLUB

Octoher 3th at Ipm
A Hostess:
Marriage Lu Meiner
. atdea Fellowship Hall
A TRUE STORY OF LOVE, DBSESSION,
’ AND SHIPWRECK
 SOPHIE ELMHIRST

Book heing
discussed is
“A Marriage at
Sea” hy Sophie
Elmhirst

Sewing Time for Everyone!

Bring your current sewing or quilting project, your
sewing machine & any tools you may need, and
your creativity. Let's spend a cozy morning &
afternoon sharing tips, working on our crafts, and
enjoying good company.

Iron & Ironing Board and Cutting Boards available
for all to use




We need Voluntee
decorate their car
the event. If you
available sign up
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St Matthew Lutheran Church
132 E 13th Street
Port Angeles, WA 98362

Minutes of Church Council Meeting, August 13, 2026

(follow-up actions are italicized)

Members Present: Members Absent:

1. Pete Pettit President 1. Dan Smith Chair, Trustees
2. Leroy Peterson Vice-President 2. Vacant Chair, Information Technology
3. Kathy Smith Treasurer 3. Vacant Chair, Finance
4. Mary Heller Recording Secretary

5. Bill Hermann Chair, Board of Elders

6. Carl Deverter Chair, Evangelism Guests:

7. Peggy Romero Chair, Fellowship None

8. Kay Hermann Chair, Human Care

9. Janis Deverter Chair, Youth and Education

10. Pam Predovich Chair, Preschool

11. Pastor Roger Sonnenberg

=

. Meeting was called to order by President Pete Pettit at 6:06 pm. Pete opened with a reading by
Alexis de Tocqueville on the greatness of America, and Carl followed with prayer.

2. Pastor’s Report:

A. Pastor requests that only he or Bill be spokespersons for the upcoming Pastor call process,
for credibility of information and to minimize inaccuracies and rumors.

B. Pastor will be gone three upcoming Sundays, one in August and two in October.
Arrangements have been made for a substitute.

3. Approval of minutes: The minutes of the July 9, 2026 Council Meeting were read. A motion was
made and seconded to approve the minutes as read. Motion was approved by voice vote. Many
thanks to Kathy for covering for Mary at the July meeting.

4. Council Reports:
A. President (Pete Pettit): No report.

B. Vice-President (Leroy Peterson): No report.
C. Treasurer (Kathy Smith):

1) Graph reports of Income and Expenses, preschool Income and Expenses, Restricted Fund
balances as of July 31, 2026, and average Sunday attendance and giving were
distributed. Sunday worship attendance remains strong. Preschool finished this school
year in the black, with more income than expenses. Kathy made note that the new fiscal
year has started, effective July 1.

2) Kathy suggested that a portion of our General Fund be placed in a Certificate of Deposit
to increase our interest earned.

a) Options are a 13 month CD at 4% interest, or a 7 month CD at 3.6% interest. This
compares to our regular savings account, which currently receives a 1.98% interest
rate. If funds are needed, a withdrawal from the CD can be made with a partial
interest penalty.

— Page 1 of 4 —



b) It is specified that monies for the CD would only be from General Funds currently
residing in the savings account. General Fund monies currently residing in the
checking account and monies in the savings account that are designated as Restricted
Funds will not be transferred to a CD.

¢) A motion was made and seconded to place $100,000 of General Funds in a 13 month
CD. Motion was approved by voice vote.

d) Amotion was made and seconded to place an additional $50,000 of General Funds in
a 7 month CD. Motion was approved by voice vote.

. Board of Elders (Bill Hermann):

1)

2)

3)

4)

With the selection of Carl Deverter as elder, member assignments to elders will be
reworked and equalized.

With increasing worship attendance, the elders would like a goal of 9-10 persons at each
communion table in order to expedite communion service.

The elders ask Altar Guild servants to place the empty cup tray in the first or second
place position in the stack, for ease of access for collection of empty cups.

Pastor recommends additional volunteers be recruited for the Sunday fellowship hour.

. Evangelism (Carl Deverter): Clallam County Fair planning is going well. The theme for our
booth is “Family,” and the preschool will be promoted. Christian hymns and music will be
played at the booth.

Fellowship (Peggy Romero):

1)
2)

3)

4)

Three baptisms are scheduled on August 23. Peggy will coordinate snacks for fellowship
hour.

LWML Sunday is the first Sunday in September, and additional baptisms are scheduled on
that date.

Peggy is looking at new tablecloths for the fellowship hall. Total cost should be less than
$400, which could be paid with funds from LWML, Wednesday dinner, and/or Special
Projects.

The Women'’s Bible study books have been ordered for the next study session. Peggy will
collect an appropriate amount from each participant to cover the cost.

. Human Care (Kay Hermann): Additional volunteers are being recruited for Wednesday
dinner, especially for cooking.

. Stewardship (Lynn Vernon/Sylvia Drake):

1)
2)

3)

Lynn is returning as Stewardship Co-Chair, together with Sylvia Drake.

Lynn and Duane need assistance getting tables from church to their home for New
Member dinners. Leroy volunteered to help.

Lynn distributed the Spiritual Gifts inventory she plans to use. This inventory will help
respondents plan their commitment to church serving and giving. Peggy suggested having
a “Spiritual Gifts Sunday” to distribute and promote the inventory.

— Page 2 of 4 —



Trustee (Kathy for Dan Smith):

1)
2)

3)

4)
5)

The yearly water heater inspection has been conducted, with no problems identified.

A question was asked if our electric panel has been recalled, but answer is unknown.
This will be double-checked,

The roofer identified to replace the roof on the 116 house is not communicating with us,
and the roof replacement remains incomplete. Dan will work to identify another roofing
contractor.

Bill suggested a new sign contractor to get the exterior sign replacement going forward.

Kathy showed carpet samples for the fellowship hall carpet replacement. No selection
has been made.

. Youth & Education (Janis Deverter): Sunday School is going well, with a large number of

children on some Sundays. Peggy suggested a volunteer sign-up be initiated for a Sunday
School assistant.

K. Finance Chair (Vacant): No report.

L.

Information Technology (Vacant): No report.

5. Subcommittee Reports:
A. Preschool (Pam Predovich):

1)

2)
3)
4)

Seven students are registered for the upcoming school year. We need 3-5 additional
students.

Ariana will be the new assistant teacher.
Pam is considering a Bunco party fund raiser, possibly in January or February.

Resurfacing the playground is being looked at, with consideration to cost and available
labor.

Constitution and Bylaws (Leroy Peterson): The document is in the final stage of refinement.
A special congregational meeting will be scheduled to ask for congregational approval.

6. Unfinished Business:

A. Annual Report. The final draft was emailed to all council members for a last review. By
consensus, the Annual Report was approved for publication.

B.

Call Committee. Circuit Visitor Pastor Carnahan has provided the elders with material to
review.

1)

2)

. Too Poor to Give.

Leroy submitted a document to support increasing our outside mission giving to a level of
5% of offerings received. Leroy suggested that we as a church need to set an example for
the congregation at large.

It was noted that, while this may be a good goal, we don’t have congregational
authorization to spend beyond the currently approved budget.

— Page 3 of 4 —



3) Pastor stated that many members individually give to missions on top of their church
giving, which should be taken into account when discussing our church mission giving.

4) A motion was made to increase the Evangelism budget by $7,000 in order to increase our
outside mission giving by an additional 2-1/2% over current. It was stated that, even if
Council approves the motion, the congregation would be required to approve an
amendment to the budget for increasing mission giving before this could be
implemented.

9) Arequest was made to table the motion until next month to allow council members time
to consider and pray over this issue. Request was agreed to by consensus.

. New Pastor Salary. Leroy submitted a statement urging that we listen to God when calling a

pastor and not give undue emphasis to the salary component. Bill affirmed that we are not
making salary the primary consideration.

7. New/Current Business:

A. Narthex Welcome Sign. Kathy showed a sample of a framed poster for display in the narthex

which would consist of various and seasonal “Welcome” messages. Kathy remarked that our
current online advertising consists of regular Facebook and Instagram postings. The purchase
of signage materials for the purpose of creating a Narthex Welcome sign was approved by
consensus.

. St Matthew emergency site,

1) Pete inquired if we could serve as a site to temporarily feed and house persons in case of
community emergency or natural disaster. All agreed it was a good idea but the lack of
shower or bathing facilities limits our ability to house persons. However, we can provide
meals and could make the parking lot available for RVs or campers.

2) Pastor would like to receive information about any LCMS churches that have been
affected by the Spokane wildfires, for our individual giving opportunity.

8. Closing: Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm with closing prayer by Pastor.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Heller
Recording Secretary

Recap of follow-up actions:

1) Member assignments to elders will be reworked and equalized.

2)
3)
4)

)

It will be double-checked if the electric panel has a recall.
Dan will work to identify another roofing contractor.

A special congregational meeting will be scheduled to ask for congregational approval of the
revised Constitution and Bylaws.

Kathy will purchase and create a framed Welcome sign for the Narthex.
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On behalf of St Matthew LWML All Ladies Invited!
LWML Hood Canal Zone

Thank You! Joyful Jamboree

Mites Collected so far in 2026 “Here I Am — Send Me!”

January $181.88

February S164.74 Saturday, October 10®

March $197.00 Faith Lutheran Church in Sequim

June $153.16 9:30 am — Registration $5

July SI155.2|

August $239.97

September $364.75 Ingathering & Speaker

Total Mites $1,456.7I The Sequim Wheelers

25% of Mites collected got to National Mission Grants
75% of Mites collected stay in our District to fund
district in-reach; District Mission Grants

16 District Mission Grants were approved for the 2026-2028 biennium,
totaling $80,000.

In addition, you supported our

Mission Focus - Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch.
April/May $1,563.58

Grand Total to date S 3,020.29

1 .
LWL

Lutheran Women in Mission




Hello Congregation,
Preschool: A Month of Learning and Growing

What a Wonderful first month we have had in preschool! Our little learners have been busy
discovering letters A, B, and C; Numbers 1,2, and 3; Shapes including circles, Squares and
triangles; and the colors red, blue and yellow. We have practiced our classroom rules, circle
time routines, and germ awareness, learning the importance of washing our hands and
covering our coughs.

Our Bible lessons have been a special part of each week as we learned about God’s
creation ,Adam and Eve, and Noah and the Ark. We have been reminded that God made
us, loves us, and forgives us when we make wrong choices. Our memory verse: “And God
saw that it was good.”-Genesis 1:10

We enjoyed our first chapel times with Pastor, singing together and learning about sin, and
we even received apples from his tree! We celebrated 2 birthdays, and even welcomed a
new friend this month. The Children also enjoyed a special visit from Mrs. Patricia, who
came to read to our class.

We are so thankful for the opportunity to teach, encourage, and nurture these little hearts
each week. Thank You, Church family, for your prayers, encouragement, and continued
support for our preschool. We are blessed to be part of a church family that helps us create
a loving environment where these children can learn, grow, and discover God'’s love!




Endurance Is Faith Over Time

Pastor J.D. Greear

Crosswalk Daily Devotion
How many times do you think Joshua’s men wanted to quit walking around the walls of
Jericho? How did they keep going when the walls looked exactly the same halfway through
the sixth lap on the seventh day as they did when they started? How did they endure? Just
as importantly, how do we endure? How do we keep following Jesus when everything in
our life remains exactly the same—or even gets worse—day after day?

I’m an incrementalist, which means I don’t mind working hard, but I want to see progress
over time. I learned this about myself when I read The Boys in the Boat, about a U.S.
rowing team in the 1930s that won the Olympics. (Incredible book, by the way!) I quickly
realized that the worst part of being on a rowing team would be not knowing how close the
finish line was. See, on a rowing team, the coxswain is the only one who can actually see
how near the end is. Everyone else is straining and pulling, looking backwards the entire
time. The coxswain for the U.S. team would even play tricks on the crew to get their best
effort. He would say things like, “OK boys, just 15 more seconds, and we’ll be across the
finish line. Give it all you have!” They’d row for 15 seconds, digging like crazy. Then he’d
say, “Just 15 more seconds!” Apparently, it worked, because they won the gold. But I’'m
not sure I would have stuck around after that. I want to see the finish line coming closer
with every stroke. That rowing team had a lot in common with Israel as they marched
around Jericho. Day after day, they walked around the walls of Jericho with no end (or wall
crumbling) in sight. Every day they marched, and nothing happened. The walls looked the
same at the end of day six as they did on day one. I imagine these guys coming home each
night to their wives in their tents. “How was your day, honey? Tell me everything! Did you
show everyone how brave you were and use your fancy new sword?” To which these guys
had to sheepishly respond, “Well, actually ... we just kind of ... well ... we walked around.
After a while, the people from inside Jericho came to watch. Then they started laughing at
us. And we just ... kept walking.”

Every day they had to walk around, seeing no progress at all. I mean, if I were God, surely,
I would want the people to stay motivated, so I’d at least have a couple of bricks fall here
and there. Give the people something! But God chose to do nothing until that seventh lap
on the seventh day—when everything came crashing down. Isn’t this the way it feels in
your life sometimes? You're obeying each step God has put in front of you, but you’re just
not seeing the fulfillment of his promises. You’re reading the Bible, and you don’t see any
difference in your life. Or you’re trying to raise your kids right, but they keep doing stupid
stuff. You’re trying to be what you should be in your marriage, but your spouse isn’t
changing. Or you’re trying to do he bigger thing and forgive, but that other person doesn’t
forgive you back. You’re paying off your bills and you’ve finally gotten your head above
water, but then your car breaks down or you get a medical bill. In all of it you say, “God,
come on, let me see a couple of bricks fall!” And God says, “But see, I want you to walk by
faith, not by sight. I want you to believe I’'m working, even if it doesn’t look like it.”
Endurance isn’t marching along, motivated by little rewards along the way. No, endurance
is faith expressed over time.



- have to keep walking. Sometimes, God lets us walk around and around without seeing

! results because he wants our faith to be less focused on an outcome and more focused
on obedience. Outcome is God’s responsibility; obedience is ours. As the Israelites

- walked around those walls in Jericho, the situation might not have been changing. The .

| walls might not have been changing. But you know what was? I guarantee you the

| people were changing. God wasn’t just preparing the Promised Land for them; more

- importantly, he was preparing them for the Promised Land. They were being reminded

| that it was God’s strength alone that could do this, not theirs. Had God knocked those

i walls down on the first lap, they might have quickly forgotten it was him who brought

- them in and started to assume it was their own strength that won the battle. Every lap

| reinforced, “‘Not by might, not by power but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord” (Zechariah

| 4:0)-

| A friend of mine says, “It is in circling the walls that we are prepared for the promise.”
i Listen, I don’t like the endless laps any more than you do. But I've learned to thank

: God for the laps, because the long, lonely laps of “unfulfilled” promise are where God
| puts the Promised Land into me. If God were to bring me into the Promised Land today
- without every putting that Promised Land in me first, I would transform the greatest

' heaven into hell in no time. More than I need God’s victory in my life, I need God’s

| presence in my life. And for that, there’s only one path—the long loneliness of the

- Jericho laps. Maybe you’re the one walking in circles wondering, “How much further,

! God? How much longer?” To which I want you to imagine Jesus saying, “Be steadfast,
| immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, because my cross and

- resurrection show you that God always brings resurrection after the cross of

I obedience.”

I
- Keep walking, keep obeying. Act like every lap is your last. And one day, you’ll be
I right.

o
!
!
!
!
|
i
!
!
|
| —

We give thanks for Cindy Holland's visit to our church on r\. .\/ ,:;(
9/23. Cindy is the Dean of the Olympic Peninsula chapter of C\' ‘ e 3 C.\.
the American Guild of Organists (AGO). She played our Bond N ,é

organ, and the preschoolers came up to listen. Cindy pointed out \Q'%/
that it's important for more young people to learn to play the organ. o®

Cindy and others traveled with me to BachFest last June. C\<’é

| got my start as a church organist by replying to an ad in an AGO newsletter in
1994. (My mother-in-law was an AGO member, who provided the newsletter.) 'G

>\?. Recently I've purchased and downloaded some wonderful organ arrangements that
/%'b\ I've been practicing on my home organ, purchased last

May.
D

.).3:’ 5\0 .\?‘)%\1 °\°3/‘ Blessings, Ken Young


https://www.biblestudytools.com/zechariah/4-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/zechariah/4-6.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/what-does-the-bible-say-about-the-resurrection.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/10-things-every-christian-should-know-about-the-cross.html
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Listen, God is Calling...
Lutheran Hour Broadcasts can be found
on your cell phone at 800-876-9880
on mobile apps, online podcasts,

Sirius XM, Spotify, Apple, iHeart Radio,
at Ihm.org/sentradio for Spanish broadcasts

radio broadcasts on American Christian
Network stations in eastern WA

Alaska: KGTL AM 620 & FM100.1 in Homer
KPEN AM 840 & FM 102.5 in Kenai-Soldatna

Dr. Michael Zeigler, Lutheran Hour speaker,

and special guest speakers share God’s timely

messages in a 30-minute broadcast each week.

FUN- FALL- EVENTS- RESOURCES

Is your church holding a fall event for children
and families? LHM has resources for you to
include in gift bags, treat boxes, door prizes,
and the like. The Kid’s Booklets come in many
topics and can be ordered in Spanish.
Introduce families and teachers to Gospel
Adventures with flyers and stickers. Project
Connect Booklets are great for parents and
grandparents. Order stickers for teens and
adults to put on their cell phones to remind
them to listen to Daily Devotions at lhm.org
Ask your LHM ambassador to help—yeu—erder
resources or become an ambassador and get
a discount when you order! At the LHM
website you can preview booklets and items
before you order.

NORTH TO ALASKA!

Lutheran Hour Ministries WA-AK District serves 132
LCMS congregations in a 2-state area of 736,746 square
miles! The geographical and distance challenges are
many, and we are thankful for technology that connects
us for communication and support. The district leaders
desire to meet and build relationships with pastors ang
church members in the district to share LHM resources
education, and support for their ministries. Your WA-AK
district board has voted to reach out in 2026 to ou
families in Christ in Alaska.

In early November, our pastoral advisor, Rev. Don
Petersen, and our district president, David Dybwad, wil
spend 10 days holding LHM Sundays and Hopefu
Neighborhood  workshops with  congregations in
southwest Alaska, including a visit to the Peninsula Radig
Group that broadcasts The Lutheran Hour, and meet with
pastors, elders, and the like, at Star of the North Lutheran
in Kenai, and Faith Lutheran, in Homer.

Please pray for this effort that God will strengthen the
outreach and mission of our sister churches in Alaska sq
communities there will hear the Gospel of Jesus’ love and
forgiveness. Thanks be to God for all of our LHM distric
donors who help make outreach possible. If you are
interested in supporting our LHM District outreach
donations can be sent to Washington-Alaska District ILLL
623 75" Ave, Yakima, WA 98908.

ESTER IN PERU

LHM-PERU provides a radio program and offered a
drawing for listeners to win a family board game, a Bible,
and chocolates. One listener, Ester, won the drawing and
told LHM workers that the radio program helps build unity
in her home, strengthens good values, and she thought
the teachings were uplifting. She asked for the program to
remain on the air. Ester said this was her first Bible and
that it was blessing to her. She is reading it regularly and
is eager to learn more about Jesus.




10 am Women's
Bible Study

Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursda Friday Satu
y
28 29 30 1 2 3
8:30 am 8:30 am
Preschool Preschool
6pm Elders Mtg 5 pm
Oktoberfest
5 6 7§ 8 9 10
8:45 am Bible 1 pm 7am Men's 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am
Study Book Club Breakfast & Preschool Preschool Preschool
10 am Worship Prayer
10 am Craft 6pm Council
10:30 Sunday 8:30 am Time Mtg
School Preschool
5 pm Wed
LWML Mighty 10 am Women's] Community
Mites Sunday Bible Study Dinner
| 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:45 am Bible | Columbus Day | 7am Men's 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 9:30 am
Study Breakfast & Preschool Preschool Preschool Joyful
10 am Prayer 1D:m CBraft e Jamboree at
m SaZaar %
10 am Worship Preschool F'Iznning Mtg 9am Sewing | Faith Lutheran
Board Mtg 8:30 am 5 pm Wed Time for
10:30 Sunday Preschool Community Everyone
School Dinner
10 am Women's 6 pm Choir
Bible Study
18 [ 1 20 21 22 23 24
8:45 am Bible 7am Men's 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am 1pm
Study Breakfast & Preschool Preschool Preschool | Surviving the
Prayer 10 amfraﬁ Time Holidays
’ pm
10 am Worship 8:30 am Confirmation
Preschool 5 pm Wed
10:30 Sunday 9am PEO Community
School 10 am Women's Dinner
Bible Study R T
8:45 am Bible 7am Men's 8:30 am 8:30 am 8:30 am
Study Breakfast & Preschool Preschool Preschool
Prayer 10 am Craft Time
. 1pm Bazaar
10 am Worship Planning Mtg
10:30 Sunday Preschool Community
Dinner
Schanl 6 pm Choir
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	What a Wonderful first month we have had in preschool! Our little learners have been busy
	discovering letters A, B, and C; Numbers 1,2, and 3; Shapes including circles, Squares and
	triangles; and the colors red, blue and yellow. We have practiced our classroom rules, circle
	time routines, and germ awareness, learning the importance of washing our hands and
	covering our coughs.
	Our Bible lessons have been a special part of each week as we learned about God’s creation ,Adam and Eve, and Noah and the Ark. We have been reminded that God made us, loves us, and forgives us when we make wrong choices.  Our memory verse: “And God saw that it was good.”-Genesis 1:10
	We enjoyed our first chapel times with Pastor, singing together and learning about sin, and we even received apples from his tree! We celebrated 2 birthdays, and even welcomed a new friend this month. The Children also enjoyed a special visit from Mrs. Patricia, who came to read to our class.
	We are so thankful for the opportunity to teach, encourage, and nurture these little hearts each week. Thank You, Church family, for your prayers, encouragement, and continued support for our preschool. We are blessed to be part of a church family that helps us create a loving environment where these children can learn, grow, and discover God’s love!
	Endurance Is Faith Over Time
	Pastor J.D. Greear
	Crosswalk Daily Devotion

	Just because your progress isn’t obvious doesn’t mean your faith’s not working. You have to keep walking. Sometimes, God lets us walk around and around without seeing results because he wants our faith to be less focused on an outcome and more focused on obedience. Outcome is God’s responsibility; obedience is ours. As the Israelites walked around those walls in Jericho, the situation might not have been changing. The walls might not have been changing. But you know what was? I guarantee you the people were changing. God wasn’t just preparing the Promised Land for them; more importantly, he was preparing them for the Promised Land. They were being reminded that it was God’s strength alone that could do this, not theirs. Had God knocked those walls down on the first lap, they might have quickly forgotten it was him who brought them in and started to assume it was their own strength that won the battle. Every lap reinforced, “‘Not by might, not by power but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord” (Zechariah 4:6).
	A friend of mine says, “It is in circling the walls that we are prepared for the promise.” Listen, I don’t like the endless laps any more than you do. But I’ve learned to thank God for the laps, because the long, lonely laps of “unfulfilled” promise are where God puts the Promised Land into me. If God were to bring me into the Promised Land today without every putting that Promised Land in me first, I would transform the greatest heaven into hell in no time. More than I need God’s victory in my life, I need God’s presence in my life. And for that, there’s only one path—the long loneliness of the Jericho laps. Maybe you’re the one walking in circles wondering, “How much further, God? How much longer?” To which I want you to imagine Jesus saying, “Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, because my cross and resurrection show you that God always brings resurrection after the cross of obedience.”
	Keep walking, keep obeying. Act like every lap is your last. And one day, you’ll be right.
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	Listen, God is Calling…
	Lutheran Hour Broadcasts
	Sirius XM, Spotify, Apple, iHeart Radio,

	NORTH TO ALASKA!
	FUN- FALL- EVENTS- RESOURCES
	ESTER IN PERU


