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Going on Now   
Confirmation Classes 

This instructional course on the basic tenants of the 
Christian faith is made available for any child ages 11-
14. If you have a child or know of a child that would 
like to enter into Confirmation, contact the Pastor.  

 

Praise Team 
The Praise Team currently provides most of the      
instrumental  pre-service music for our Sunday      

services.  If you have any questions regarding the 
Praise Team, please contact Ken Young                       

or Dan Morrison. 

 

Lutherans Women’s Mission League (LWML)  

We meet Each Month, dates change per the event. 
Come contribute to Lutheran Missions Worldwide! 

All women are welcome! 
 

Altar Guild  
Since the morning of Christ’s resurrection, as the 

women approached to prepare the body of Christ for 
burial, ladies have gathered before the Sunday  

service to prepare the body of Christ for communion. 
If you are interested in helping with this sacred task, 

contact Lillian Holttum. 
 
 

Free Community Dinner! 
Community free dinner served every Wednesday at 

5pm. If you are interested in joining this ministry  
contact our Human Care Chairman, Kay Hermann. 

 
Choir  

Practices are on Wednesdays at 6pm.                           
Contact Rod Larson or Ken Young, if interested           

in joining.  

New Member’s Class 

Anyone interested in becoming a new member, 
please contact Lynn Vernon or the church office.    

360-457-4122.  

 

Upcoming Services 
June 7th        Second Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 9:9-13 
 
June 14th       Third Sunday after  

         Pentecost  
        Matt 9:35-10:8 
 
June 21st       Fourth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 10:5a,21-33 
 
June 28th       Fifth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 10:34-42 

 
July 5th          Sixth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 11:25-30 
 
July 12th         Seventh Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 13:1-9,18-23 
 
July 19th        Eighth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  

        Matt 13:24-30,36-43 
 
July 26th        Ninth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 13:44-52 
 
Aug 2nd         Tenth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 14:13-21 





SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE! 
Our Sunday School program is off to a wonderful start! It 
is so fun to see the children grow in their understanding of 
God’s love as we learn through music, crafts, games, and    
engaging video stories. 

We currently have an enthusiastic group of nine children, 
ranging in age from 3 to 11. We are learning the wonders of 
the Creation story and the Ten Commandments. There’s a 
lot to explore in these lessons so we will be here for some 
time. On our opening Sunday, we had a blast learning about 
"Joshua and the Battle of Jericho!" 

Ways You Can Help 

I am personally loving every minute of this experience, but I could use a little extra support to 
make our time together even more special: 

• Calling All Creatives: I am looking for someone who would enjoy leading Craft Time on occasion. 
If you have a knack for fun projects that help bring our lessons to life, I would love to hear from 
you! 

• Guest Teacher Needed: My daughter and her family are visiting from NY in July. We will be 
taking a mini trip to Victoria so I am looking for a volunteer to serve as a substitute teacher for 
our session on Sunday, July 5th. 

Thank you all for your continued prayers, encouragement, and the wonderful support you show our 
young ones each week. It truly makes a difference. 

If you are interested in helping with crafts or can assist with the class on July 5th, please reach 
out to me directly at 360-775-0910. 

Warmly, 

Janis Deverter 

A heartfelt THANK YOU!  
to each person who contributed to the 

 LWML Mission Focus  
supporting  

Dakota Boys & Girls Ranch! 
Together we raised  

$1,548.58 
God ‘desires all people to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the Truth. For there is one God, 
and there is one Mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom 
for all’ 

I Timothy 2:4-5 

What a Blessing to share God’s Word                            
through the purchase of 

Action Bibles 
for incoming residents of the Ranch! 



CUT HERE TO SHARE OUR FLIER  

For 2026-2027 School year 
 

St Matthew Lutheran Preschool  
Christian play based learning for children ages 3-5 years old 

8:30 am — 11:30 am, Tuesday—Friday 

Register online at stmatthewpreschool.org  
360-457-4122 

Hello Congregation, 

This year has flown by! We have had so much fun learning and growing with our students. This 

past month we had fun reviewing our favorite lessons and activities from earlier in the year. The 

students helped conduct their favorite science experiments, including making a “telephone” using 

paper cups and string and a rainbow out of Skittles and water. We also reviewed our lesson about 

Fall animals. The     students had fun pretending to be Bats using echolocation to find food We 

also reviewed our favorite Bible lessons, including Creation and Noah and the Ark. The students 

especially enjoyed building an ark out of blocks and pretending to be different animals on the ark. 

 

On the last day of class, we had our annual Spring concert. This is our students’ chance to share 

with their parents what they have learned throughout the year. We sang our favorite songs, and 

the students shared their “Morning Circle” routine, including the Pledge of Allegiance, and reciting 

the Bible memory verses they have memo-

rized. The concert turned out wonderful, and 

afterward we enjoyed popsicles with the 

parents outside in the playground. 

 

Thank you for all your support and prayers 

this year! 

Please continue to pray for our Teachers,     

Students, and Families. 

The Preschool 



JUNE 28th 

To Approve the  

July 2026 — June 2027  

Church Budget 
Copies of Proposed Budget will 

be emailed prior to the meeting 

for your review or a paper copy 

can be picked from the office. 
 

Women’s Bible Study is off for the 

summer but will start again on Tuesday, 

September 8th at 10 AM in the Fellowship 

Hall. We will be using the book “Nothing is 

Impossible with God” by Shannon Bream. 
The church office can order the 

books in bulk at a reduced rate of 

around $22. The books will be or-

dered in late July or early August. 

Please sign up to have the church 

office order you a book and to join 

this wonderful bible study. 

CANCELLED 
FOR  

JUNE  
& JULY 



St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, April 9,  2026 

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Members Present:   
1. Pete Pettit President 
2. Leroy Peterson Vice-President 
3. Kathy Smith Treasurer 
4. Mary Heller Recording Secretary  
5. Bill Hermann Chair, Board of Elders 
6. Carl Deverter Co-Chair, Evangelism 
7. Peggy Romero Chair, Fellowship 
8. Kay Hermann Chair, Human Care 
9. Lynn Vernon Chair, Stewardship 
10. Dan Smith Chair, Trustees 
11. Janis Deverter Chair, Youth & Education 
12. Pastor Roger Sonnenberg 

 
Members Absent: 
1. Vacant Chair, Preschool 
2. Vacant Chair, Information Technology 
3. Vacant Chair, Finance 
 
Guests: 
None 

Meeting was called to order by President Pete Pettit at 6:23 pm. Pastor Sonnenberg opened with prayer. 

Approval of minutes: The minutes of the March 12, 2026 Council Meeting were read. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the minutes as read. Motion was approved by voice vote.  

Pastor’s Report: No report 
  
Council Reports: 

President’s report (Pete Pettit): No report  

Vice-President’s report (Leroy Peterson): No report  

Treasurer (Kathy Smith):   

1) Quarterly reports of expenses were distributed to each chair. 

2) Graph reports of Income and Expenses, preschool Income and Expenses, Restricted Fund 

 balances as of March 31, 2026, and average Sunday attendance and giving were 

 distributed to all. 

3) Kathy reported that overall spending is down and much appreciated, and the carpet fund 

 balance is increasing. The 116 roof replacement will be paid from the Special Projects 

 fund which will cause this balance to decrease. IT budget expenditures are over budget 

 due to the necessity of new sanctuary microphones and a new office computer. 

4) Kathy reported that choir loft microphones need to be replaced, and requested a 

 decision on doing this now or after the start of the new fiscal year. After a short 

 discussion, consensus was to go forward now, even though IT expenditures are already 

 over budget. A suggestion was made to remind the congregation about considering 

 increasing their tithing to keep up with inflation. 

Board of Elders (Bill Hermann):   

1. Easter season services were all well attended, including the mid-week Lent services. 

2. The Easter breakfast was well attended with approximately 90 persons participating. 

3. The Choir did very well at Easter worship and was much appreciated. 

4. The elders will start work to set up a Call Committee. 

5. A new season of confirmation classes will start in May, with an expectation of 3-4 students. 



St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, April 9,  2026 

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Evangelism (Carl DeVerter): no report 

Fellowship (Peggy Romero): 

1. Peggy expressed thanks to the elders for hosting the Easter breakfast. 

2. There was a great turn-out at the Easter fellowship time following worship. 

3. Samantha had her baby, named Murphy Rose. Meals will be coordinated for this family. 

4. Marcy Hoglund’s funeral will be held soon. 

Human Care (Kay Hermann): no report 

Stewardship (Lynn Vernon): 

1. Lynn is researching various Spiritual Gifts analysis surveys. 

2. Lynn will host a New Member dinner in the near future. 

Trustee (Dan Smith):   

1. The new exterior sign installation has been delayed due to significant personal difficulties of the 

      sign vendor, but this job should be completed soon. 

2. Dan has received the final estimate for the 116 roof replacement. 

Youth & Education (Janis Deverter):  

Sunday School is being planned for ages K-6th grade. 

Postcards with an invitation to Sunday School and worship have been drafted for distribution 

to our surrounding neighborhood, and Janis will look into getting an outside banner. After a 

short discussion of various scheduling options, Pastor stated his support for Janis’ preference 

for children to exit the sanctuary at the conclusion of the Children’s Message. A motion was 

made and seconded to start Sunday School immediately following the Children’s Message on 

a 6-month trial. Motion was approved by voice vote. It was suggested to not send out the 

neighborhood postcards for 1-2 months, to give time to determine if this start time is 

working. 

K. Finance Chair (Vacant): No report. 

G. Information Technology (Vacant): No report. 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Constitution and Bylaws (Leroy Peterson): Leroy will provide an updated draft constitution 

and bylaws to Kathy to be sent electronically to the congregation for their review. Hard 

copies will be available for anyone who prefers that method. Leroy proposed a special 

congregational meeting on May 17 to discuss and approve the draft. 



St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, April 9,  2026 

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Unfinished Business:   

A   draft Annual Report was distributed, with a request for comments and suggestions. Several additional 
items will be added, such as Women’s Bible Study, Music Ministry/Choir, and Book 

 Club. The target date for distribution to the congregation is late June. 

B. Tithe Committee. Pete suggested a note about tithing be placed in the Scroll, with a reminder to       
consider a cost of living increase, and for the elders to make announcements. 

 Kathy suggested to post the Easy Tithe QR code at each pew, suggestion to be tabled for now. 

C. Elder renewals were inadvertently omitted at the last congregational meeting, so will be taken up at the 
next congregational meeting. 

D. The article “Everyone on the Wall” was briefly discussed. One point mentioned that, in a typical congre-
gation, 80% of the work is done by 20% of the people. Discussion was initiated on how we at St Matthew 
can improve on congregational participation. Bill stated his belief that we are already ahead of that sta-
tistic, and Pastor agreed that we are an enthusiastic and hard working congregation. A concern was    
expressed about burn-out among our hardest working volunteers. 

New Business:   

A.  FY 2026-27 budget. Each chair was given a summary of the prior year budget with a request to consider 
goals for next year as new budgets are formulated. Each chair was asked to give their budget requests 
to Kathy prior to the next council meeting on May 14. Right now our overall finances look satisfactory, 
and Pastor suggested a public acknowledgement of good congregational giving. 

E. The next Lifeline Screening is scheduled on April 20. 

F. Kathy received a call from a non-member to rent tables and chairs for a wedding at an outside location. 
A strong consensus was reached to decline this request. 

G. Some less-able members may be leaving without attending worship if they cannot get a close-in parking 
spot. It was suggested that an appeal be made to the congregation to park on the street if possible, in 
order to keep close-in spaces available for those who need them. 

H. There were fewer children at the Easter Egg hunt this year than last year, likely due to illnesses and 
school Spring Break just ending. 

 

Closing: Meeting adjourned at 7:52 pm with closing prayer by Pastor. 

Mary Heller 

Recording Secretary 

 

 
Recap of follow-up actions:   

Peggy will coordinate meals for Sam’s family. 

Leroy will provide an updated draft constitution and bylaws to Kathy to be sent electronically to 

the congregation for their review. 

Kathy to include a note about tithing in the Scroll, with a reminder to consider a cost of living 

increase. Elders to make announcements. 

Each council chair to give their budget requests to Kathy prior to the next council meeting on May 14. 



No classes on 
Wednesday  

June 3rd & 10th 









In God’s Image 
By Cindi McMenamin 

“God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them” 

Genesis 1:27 
 

Have you noticed the trend? We often refer to ourselves—and our daily activities—in    
electronic terms as if we were devices. In our culture, as well as across the world, many 
people use Google as a verb and often feel more comfortable with their electronic devices 
than with one another. I can’t help but think it makes us feel more alone than ever—like 
objects rather than people, and digital code rather than designed creation.  
 
Think about it. How often have you been encouraged to plug into a church and to unplug 
from your busyness? After a conference or webinar, do you find yourself saying you need 
to defrag from information overload? And when you’re high on adrenaline, you might 
consider yourself wired, when you’re burnt out, you might say you’ve run down the bat-
tery. When you and I need to rest, we say we must recharge.  And our interpersonal rela-
tionships are often mostly internet relationships. FaceTime used to mean what it sounds 
like, and it didn’t involve a phone, tablet, or laptop screen. Social used to mean talking or 
being with one another, not scrolling on a device. You and I were made in the image of 
God, not in the likeness of a smartphone. Our sustainer is God Almighty, not Apple, Mi-
crosoft, Google, or even Amazon! So how do we reclaim (or just remind ourselves of) our 
human status as God’s creation? How do we remember we were made in His image and 
for His glory? We can start by reassessing where our dependence lies.  
 
The next time you are drained of power and need to recharge your body (or your phone), 
let your device run dry and keep it off for an hour or two. If you fall behind on what hap-
pened on social media or you miss a call, someone can leave a message, like back in the 
days when instant communication didn’t dictate our lives. (With your phone off, or in the 
other room, you’ll be surprised how much more time and space there is in your day for 
creativity, meaningful conversations, and thoughtful execution of what you deem your top 
priority).  
 
God never told us in His Word to hurry up, produce more, or run 
down the battery. His words resonate at a different pace: “Be still 
and know that I am God,” (Psalm 46:10) and “Come to Me, all who 
are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) 
Yet our next-day or even “same-day delivery with Prime” has made 
us even more incapable of waiting on God who is not bound by 
time or delivery schedules. The words of the psalmists were not 
“Hurry up, God, I need an answer within the hour” but rather, “I wait 
for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning” (Psalm 
130:6) Good things, rich things, priceless things come to those who 
wait on God and His perfect timing.  
 
Do you need to revisit some of the things humans, rather than devices, do so you can be-
come a vintage believer who experiences the beauty of waiting on God?  



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

7am 

6pm  

3 

10am Crafttime 

5pm Dinner 

6pm Choir  

4 

6pm  

 

5 

5:30 pm      

PAHS Choir 

Show/Dessert 

Night 

6 

7 
8:45 am        

Bible Study 

10am Worship 

10:30 am          

Sunday School        

               Sunday 

 8 9 

7am 

6pm  

10 

10am Crafttime 

5pm Dinner 

6pm Choir  

11 

6pm  

12 13 

14 
8:45 am        

Bible Study 

10am Worship 

10:30 am          

Sunday School 

15 16 

7am 

9am 

6pm  

17 

10am Crafttime 

4pm Confirmation 

5pm Dinner 

6pm Choir  

18 19 

10 am  

20 

21 
8:45 am        

Bible Study 

10am Worship 

10:30 am          

Sunday School 

22 23 

7am 

6pm  

24 

10am Crafttime 

4pm Confirmation 

5pm Dinner 

6pm Choir  

25 26 27 

28 
8:45 am        

Bible Study 

10am Worship 

10:30 am          

Sunday School 

29 30 

7am 

6pm  

    


