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mercies of Christ. 



Going on Now   
Confirmation Classes 

This instructional course on the basic tenants of the 
Christian faith is made available for any child ages 11-
14. If you have a child or know of a child that would 
like to enter into Confirmation, contact the Pastor. 

Classes will start in February. 

 

Praise Team 
The Praise Team currently provides most of the      
instrumental  pre-service music for our Sunday      

services.  If you have any questions regarding the 
Praise Team, please contact Ken Young                       

or Dan Morrison. 
 

Lutherans Women’s Mission League (LWML)  

We meet Each Month, dates change per the event. 
Come contribute to Lutheran Missions Worldwide! 

All women are welcome! 
 

Altar Guild  
Since the morning of Christ’s resurrection, as the 

women approached to prepare the body of Christ for 
burial, ladies have gathered before the Sunday  

service to prepare the body of Christ for communion. 
If you are interested in helping with this sacred task, 

contact Lillian Holttum. 
 
 

Free Community Dinner! 
Community free dinner served every Wednesday at 

5pm. If you are interested in joining this ministry  
contact our Human Care Chairman, Kay Hermann. 

 
Choir  

Practices are on Wednesdays at 6pm.                           
Contact Rod Larson or Ken Young, if interested           

in joining.  

New Member’s Class 

Anyone interested in becoming a new member, 
please contact Lynn Vernon or the church office.    

360-457-4122.  

 

Upcoming Services 
Dec 28th       First Sunday of Christmas 
        Matt  2:13 - 23 
 
Jan 4th          Second Sunday of  
        Christmas 

        Luke 2:40 - 52 
 
Jan 11th         The Epiphany &  
        Baptism of our Lord 
        Matt. 3:13-17 
 
Jan 18th         Second Sunday after the  
        Epiphany  
        John 1:29-42a 
 

Jan 25th         Third Sunday after the  
        Epiphany  
        Matt. 4:12-25 
 
Feb 1st           Fourth Sunday after the  
        Epiphany  
        Matt. 5:1-12 
 
Feb 8th          Fifth Sunday after the  
        Epiphany  
        Matt. 5:13-20 

 
Feb 15th        Transfiguration of our 
        Lord          
        Matt. 17:1-9 
 
Feb 18th        Ash Wednesday        
        Matt. 6:1-6,16-21 
 
 



 

ON PAUSE STILL! 
COMING SOON 

Family Bible Study & Dinner will resume on  
Tuesday, January 13th at 6pm 

in Fellowship Hall.  Bible Study & Dinner  

St Matthew Book Club 

January 12th   
At 2pm 

 in  Fellowship Hall 
 

Hostess: Patricia Clemens 
 

Book being discussed is 
“Remarkably Bright 

Creatures”  
by Shelby Van Pelt 

 

Classes will resume in 

February 



Fridays 10 am - 11:30am 

February 20, 2026 - May 22, 2026 

 

St Matthew Lutheran Church 

132 E. 13th St., Port Angeles WA 98362 

 

Your contact is: Sondya Rose  360-808-3262 

Some of you may recall my previous articles in the Carillon, which were interrupted in 
2024 by my mother’s death and my subsequent chores as the executor of her es-
tate.  In this article, we will explore my upcoming travels in June to the BachFest in 
Leipzig, Germany. 
 

The BachFest will include a series of concerts in Thomaskirche and Nikolaikirche 
(churches in Leipzig’s old town).  The time frame for the entire trip is June 11-18.  Per-
haps we’ll take a walking tour, visit Bach’s tomb, etc.  We’ll fly direct from SeaTac to 
Frankfurt, spend 2 nights in Frankfurt to recover, and then take a train to Leipzig. 

 

The organ that was in Thomaskirche during Bach’s tenure there is no longer there, having been replaced by a 
“new” organ around 1889. 
 

One of the events includes a workshop in which I’ll have the opportunity to play a pipe organ in the town of 
Naumberg, nearby to Leipzig.  This pipe organ was built in 1746 by an organ builder named Hildebrandt, and was 
“examined” by J. S. Bach himself upon its completion.  This was four years before his death in 1750.  The organ 
has been rebuilt several times since then (as is customary for pipe organs).  The organizers of the workshop de-
mand that all the players only play Bach pieces that were composed during his tenure in Leipzig, so I’ve ordered 
some new sheet music for that purpose. 
 

This trip is being organized by my friends in the Olympic Peninsula chapter of the American Guild of Organists 
(AGO) from Kitsap County.  They recalled how the late Pat Churchley, of Port Angeles, used to attend the                  
BachFest regularly.  I’d known Pat and Phil Churchley since 1961,  when my Dad and Phil were on the original 
Peninsula College start-up faculty.  They  resided 1 ½ blocks west of our current house. 
 

I will have to miss one Sunday, June 14th, due to this trip.  We can either try to find a substitute organist for that 
service, or we can train some people on how to operate my “sequencer”, an electronic gadget that can play pre-
recorded (by me) music on the pipe organ.  Please let me know if you’re interested in learning about how to be 
trained to do this. 
 
I took 3 years of German language classes in High School, and met my wife Belinda in “German House” in the UW 
Haggett Hall dorm (2nd floor, northwest wing), but I still don’t think I can converse very well in German! 
 
Ken Young, St. Matthew Organist 



Members Present:   
1.   Pete Pettit President  
2. Leroy Peterson Vice-President  
3.   Kathy Smith Treasurer  
4.   Mary Heller Recording Secretary  
5. Bill Hermann Chair, Board of Elders 
6. Carl Deverter Co-Chair, Evangelism 
7. Janis Deverter Co-Chair, Evangelism 
8. Peggy Romero Chair, Fellowship  
9. Kay Hermann Chair, Human Care 
10. Dan Smith Chair, Trustees 

11. Jan Edmunds Chair, Preschool 
12. Pastor Roger Sonnenberg 
 
Members Absent: 
1. Lynn Vernon Chair, Stewardship 
2. Vacant Chair, Information Technology 
3. Vacant Chair, Finance 
 
Guests: 
Bob Edmunds 

 
Meeting was called to order by President Pete Pettit at 6:03 pm. Pastor Sonnenberg opened with prayer. 

Approval of minutes:  :  The minutes of the October 9, 2025 Council Meeting were read. A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the minutes as read. Motion was approved by voice vote. 

Guest comments:   

Bob Edmunds spoke briefly about his background in the audio-visual field and stated he appreciates the oppor-
tunity to serve at St Matthew. 

Bob stated Dan has taken responsibility for the sanctuary sound system, and he will assist and advise as Dan 
works to replace and upgrade the 30 year old sound system. Bill advised to prioritize quality over cost for 
this important work. 

Live streaming of weekly worship services will resume again with the December 21 Christmas pageant. 

Pastor’s Report:  

 Pastor commented that he appreciates everyone’s hard work, and made special note of the fair booth and 
Christmas bazaar as examples of ministry excellence. 

Trunk or Treat was a great success, even with moving indoors due to weather. 

New Year’s Eve worship will be cancelled this year due to the absence of both the pastor and organist. 

 There will be five new members welcomed this Sunday, and we have recently celebrated four adult baptisms. 
The current new member class is going very well.  

 
Council Reports: 

President’s report (Pete Pettit): Pete has met with Pastor on ministry priorities and will work with Dan, 
Kathy, and Bob on the sanctuary sound system.  

Vice-President’s report (Leroy Peterson): No report  

Board of Elders (Bill Hermann):   

Elders are ready for the start of Advent services. 

Our communion statement in the bulletin indicates baptism is a requirement for receiving communion. The 
elders affirm this position but will not deny communion if an unbaptized person presents themselves at 
the rail. 

   

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, November 20,  2025  

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  
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(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Board of Elders (Bill Hermann): (cont.) 

 The elders recommend a 3% salary increase for hourly positions, whether the increase occurs at the start 
of the calendar year or the start of the church’s fiscal year. Pastor requests no pay increase for himself 
for the upcoming budget year. 

 New Member Sunday will be November 23. Thanksgiving Eve worship will be Wednesday, November 26, 
6:00 pm. 

 The elders’ photo board is finished and posted in the fellowship hall. 

 Gary Heller has agreed to be assistant usher, under Leroy as head usher. 

 Altar guild members are asked to review process and procedures for consistency of communion                        
preparation. More non-alcoholic cups are needed in each tray. 

 Steven is completing his confirmation instruction, but will be allowed and encouraged to continue volun-
teering as acolyte after his confirmation in January. Additional acolyte volunteers also need to be recruit-
ed. 

 Bill presented a sample chair that will be considered as replacement for the unstable gray chairs. They 
are restaurant quality and rated for 800 pounds. Cost is $200 each and we need 12 or 14 chairs. 

Trustee (Kathy reporting for Dan Smith):   

 A cabinet was moved from the narthex into the little chapel. Dan is looking for a new table for the nar-
thex. The little chapel has been cleaned and organized.  

 The sanctuary hard flooring and trim installation is now complete. The final bill was approximately $500 
more than the estimate, for a final total of approximately $12,000. Although the congregation previously 
approved replacement of the sanctuary carpet, we may not proceed at this time due to other priorities 
and funds availability, pending future congregational decision. 

 One light on one of the small altar crosses is out and the replacement is no longer available. An electri-
cian is working on a replacement using rope lighting. 

One leaky toilet has been fixed. 

Youth & Education (Tim Roberton): 

 Tuesday night Bible study and fellowship continues to go well. The group will start on the Old Testament 
in the new year. 

 Game nights are on hold for now. 

 Sunday School is on hold in December due to everyone’s busy schedules. Sunday School may not restart in   
January without additional volunteer teachers. The current student population averages two to five in 
attendance, ranging in age from 4 to 13. 

 Advent devotionals for children and families have been procured. 

Fellowship (Peggy Romero): 

We need additional volunteers to sign up for the after worship coffee hour. 

 The bazaar went well, bringing in over $8,000 to benefit the preschool. Pastor reminded that the commu-
nity outreach opportunity is more important than the funds raised. 
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Human Care (Kay Hermann): Kay is waiting for hamburger delivery for upcoming dinners.  

Treasurer (Kathy Smith):   

  Kathy handed out graph reports of Income and Expenses, restricted fund balances, and average Sunday 
 attendance and giving; she also provided budget reports to pertinent individuals. 

  Restricted fund balances do not reflect the sanctuary flooring payment or Haller Grant deposit, which will 
 be updated in next month’s reports. Worship attendance is up slightly from the usual summer slump. 

  Preschool income is strong with 13 students attending. 

  Bill requested an additional graph report showing fiscal YTD income versus expenses. 

  A neighbor is parking in our parking lot during the week, but does not use the parking lot on Sunday. It 
 was determined this may not be a problem, but Pete will speak with them about the issue. 

Evangelism (Carl and Janis Deverter): No report 

Stewardship (Lynn Vernon):  No report 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

  Preschool (Jan Edmunds):   

There are currently 13 students enrolled in preschool. We can accept up to 16. 

Elizabeth will not return as teacher next year due to her own educational pursuits, and would prefer to 
scale back now to allow more time to concentrate on her school work. 

The move of Trunk or Treat indoors was very well received, and consideration may be given to expanding 
this to a Harvest Festival next year. 

Preschool has sent a thank you to the generous donor for the Luke 2 t-shirts. The preschool children will 
also make and send their own thank you notes, along with a picture of the children wearing their 
shirts. 

The preschool board is considering holding a thank you dinner for the congregation and preschool families 
near the end of the school year, possibly as a barbecue or cookout. Pastor requests this be planned for 
when he is available to attend. 

New members are needed for the preschool board, and Jan would especially like to recruit from among 
our newer church members. 

Constitution and Bylaws revision (Leroy Peterson): No report 
 

Unfinished Business:   

 New AED pads have been ordered in adult and child sizes. The adult pads have arrived but we are still waiting for 
 the child pads. 

We have a $375 credit on the golf course sponsorship, which can be applied to another year’s sponsorship. A new 
sign can include a remembrance of Steven Schlaffman for an additional $65. The sponsorship includes several free 
rounds of golf, which was suggested could be used for a raffle. Pastor stated this provides good community visibility, 
and reminded that Thrivent members may be able to designate funds toward the expense of a new sponsorship year. 
A motion was made and seconded to approve another year of golf sponsorship, with Scott given first opportunity to 
underwrite. Motion carried by voice vote. Pete will speak with Scott to inquire about his interest in renewing the 
sponsorship. 

The roof moss remediation and stairway hand rail issues are being worked on. 
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Unfinished Business:  (cont.) 

Parking lot resurfacing is being worked on. An initial estimate was $64,000; additional solutions and estimates are 
being sought. 

Kathy stated that the mandatory January 1 minimum wage increase will require an additional $164 for the six 
months remaining in our fiscal year budget ending June 30, 2026. This amount is already incorporated into the cur-
rent budget, so congregational approval of the expense will not be needed. The required minimum wage increase 
will be presented as an informational item at the next congregational meeting. 

New Business:  

The Christmas pageant will be December 21. 

We have a shortage of Bibles for Bible study usage, with only about 14 Bibles available. Pastor prefers the 
NIV version if additional Bibles are purchased for this purpose. 

Bob suggested an audio visual committee be assembled. 

The next congregational meeting will be December 28. There are no issues to be voted on but will be in-
formational in nature. 

Carl suggested a Men’s prayer group be formed, and asked for input and future discussion. This suggestion 
was well received with much encouragement to proceed. 

Future Business:  None 

Closing:  Meeting adjourned at 7:58 pm with closing prayer by Pastor Sonnenberg 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Mary Heller, Recording Secretary 
 
 
Recap of follow-up actions: 

Kathy was requested to prepare an additional graph report showing fiscal YTD income versus expenses. 

Pete will speak with our neighbor who is using our parking lot during the week. 

Pete will speak with Scott Adolphson to inquire about his interest in renewing the golf sponsorship. 

The required minimum wage budget increase will be presented as an informational item at the next                   
congregational meeting. 

Sign up to Host Snacks after worship! 

Volunteers needed each month to bring 
snacks & help in the kitchen. 

Thanks Peggy, Fellowship 



Wake Up! Paganism Isn’t New, but It Is Rising 

Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty 

by Rev. Matt Richard 

pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Minot, N.D. 

We’ve heard it said lately that what we’re seeing in our culture is sin — and that’s true. But let’s not stop 

there. What we’re seeing is not simply a lack of virtue in a particular political party or a few mentally ill indi-

viduals making poor moral choices. What we are witnessing is a culture-wide descent into paganism—the 

same kind of paganism the prophets condemned in the Old Testament. And mark this: it is not new. Instead, 

it is ancient and dark. And it is very definable. The prophets—men like Amos, Micah, Habakkuk, and Zepha-

niah — weren’t confused about the character of the nations around them. They saw it plainly. 

And under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, they named it in the Bible. Here's what they described and what 

we’re seeing again, right now: 

 

- Bribed Judges: Justice no longer serves truth; it serves power.  (Micah 3:11) 

- Oppression of the Poor: The poor are crushed, while the rich fatten themselves 

without guilt.  (Amos 5:11) 

- Glorified Violence: Violence and conquest are celebrated as if bloodshed were glorious.            (Habakkuk 

1:9-11) 

- Idolatry and Syncretism: Blending false gods with the true God.  (Zephaniah 1:4-6) 

- Luxury without a Conscience: A culture drunk on luxury and intoxicated with substances, escaping reality 

and numb to sufferings and sins around it.  (Amos 6:4-6) 

- Predatory Leaders: Leaders devour their people; religious leaders sell smooth words for a price. 

(Zephaniah 3:3-4) 

- Perverted Justice: A justice system that mocks righteousness and rewards/enables/praises evil. 

(Habakkuk 1:4) 

- Persecution of the Faithful: A world that despises the faithful, silences them, calls them dangerous, and 

kills them.  (Jeremiah 26:11) 

-Breakdown of Family: Betrayal in relationships and dysfunction within the moral anchor of society: the fami-

ly.  (Micah 7:5-6) 

- Greed: Normalized Theft.  (Micah 2:2) 

- Sexual Immorality: Turning God’s gift of sexuality into a selfish tool.  (Amos 2:7) 

- Mockery of the Sacred: Deride and trivialize sacredness. Loss of reverence before God; human dignity is 

malleable.  (Malachi 1:7-8) 

- Moral Relativism: Everyone does what is right in their own eyes, because objective 

truth has been thrown into the trash.  (Micah 7:2-4) 

 

What we are witnessing in America right now is not progress or liberation; it’s regression. Indeed, what we 

see before our eyes is not new. It’s very, very old. It is Babylon with a fresh coat of paint. It is Assyria  



dressed in digital clothing. It is paganism—raw, unmasked, and celebrated. Let’s be honest: this has always 

been here in the shadows, dormant and tolerated. But now, it’s coming out into the open; it is returning. It is 

manifesting before us. Our culture is not becoming more neutral or secular —it is becoming more pagan.  

And so, listen up! The problem is not the religion of Christ. It’s the religion of self. It is the religion of power. It 

is the religion of relativism. It is the way of the old gods of paganism. And here’s the hard truth: when Christi-

anity is taken for granted, paganism, not neutrality, takes its place.  

 

And here’s something else: you can’t moan about the state of the culture while turning your back on Christ. 

You can’t cry about injustice, immorality, and chaos while treating the Word and Sacraments like optional 

extras. You can’t complain about pagan darkness while neglecting the Light of the world. You can’t dismiss 

the Church and then wonder why evil fills the void. Wake up out of your spiritual drunken stupor! Cultural 

outrage without Christian repentance is hypocrisy. Moral panic without worship and catechesis is empty 

noise. You don’t get to treat Christianity as an inconvenience—a nagging cultural relic, outdated and in the 

way—and then become outraged when paganism pokes through. 

 

So, what now? What shall we do? Repent; return to Christ’s Church. That’s not a slogan. It’s not a senti-

mental plea. It’s the only real answer. Repent—not only of what the culture has become, but of what we 

have allowed it to become. Repent of what we have ignored. Repent of the ways we have rolled our eyes at 

Christ and shrugged at His Church, as if Christianity is some inconvenience for the modern man. Repent of 

thinking articles like this are radical or extreme. Indeed, stop pretending that we can accommodate this dark-

ness and remain unscathed. Stop acting like neutrality is possible. It’s not. We don’t need more political slo-

gans. We don’t need to sanitize paganism with nicer language. We need to return to Christ. To the Word. To 

the font. To the altar. To the clear, concrete, cruciform reality of Christianity. Christ-crucified or the gods of 

paganism: wake up because that’s the choice. There is no middle ground. See you at church on Sunday. 

. . . A Prayer Group For Men 

No man is meant to walk his faith journey alone. Life brings                          

challenges—in our careers, our families, and our personal walks—that 

we weren't meant to carry by ourselves.  St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

is hoping to assemble a men's prayer group where gentleman can join 

in a no-pressure environment to support one another, share what’s on 

our hearts, and mind and lift up our families and community in prayer 

to our God, Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Times and dates of assembly have yet to be decided. If you feel this 

opportunity is something you would like to take part in, please provide 

your name and phone number on the 'I’m Interested' sheet in the               

narthex. You will receive a phone call from Carl DeVerter soliciting your 

thoughts and ideas regarding the effort. 





ST MATTHEW LWML 
ALL women of St Matthew  

congregation are, of course, members 
of LWML! 

ALL are welcome! 
Come join us, serving the Lord with 

gladness in the New Year! 
First meeting of 2026 is January 8th, 

3pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Did you know LWML has a program specifically for young women? This program seeks to equip 
and encourage the younger generation of women in mission work and the study of God’s word. 

LWML is blessed to have Megan Vogel, the LWML Young Women Representative for the                  
Washington/Alaska District. Following is an excerpt from her message in the ‘Evergreen                   
Echoes’ , the online newsletter for our district.  

A Young Woman Representative’s Review of the 2025 LWML National Convention 

“Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord! Praise be to God for his wonderful grace and 
goodness.  

At the end of June, I represented the Washington-Alaska District as your Young Woman                     
Representative (YWR) at the 2025 LWML National Convention held in Omaha, Nebraska. 

During orientation, I was able to meet other YWRs from around the country. We had fun 
working on service projects, reading God’s word, and gathering new ideas on how to use our 
time and talents in our home congregations.  

We were inspired to share our perspectives, ideas, and time as they are valuable. I realized 
if we want to have the LWML in the future WE are that future. 

While hearing the stories of how other women became involved with LWML, I gained a     
deeper appreciation and understanding for what LWML is all about - Missions! Over 80 
countries around the world have benefited from LWML grants given in the name of Jesus 
over the life of this amazing organization. God is alive and moving and He has allowed us to 
be His hands and feet. What an honor!” 

For more information on LWML go to:  

lwml.org or  wa-aklwml.org       



Hello Congregation, 

 

Our students have been busy this past month focusing on Christmas and baby Jesus’s birth! We                    

decorated our classroom with a Christmas tree and hung large felt snowflakes that Pastor gave to each 

of the students. We have also been using Little People characters of baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and             

others to help teach about the birth of Jesus. 

  

Our students have also spent time getting ready for the annual Christmas play! They learned some new 

songs and helped choose their parts in the play. We were practicing in the sanctuary almost every 

school day.  We also took a group photo of the students in their costumes to use as part of a special par-

ent gift. Thank you to everyone who was able to come to our production. The students did a terrific job 

and were very excited to perform for their families. We are proud of them! 

 

Our Bible lesson for this past month was about the birth of Jesus. 

Our Memory Verse “…And you shall name him Jesus.” Luke 1:31 

 Thank you for your continued support of our preschool, 

Please continue to pray for our teachers, 

 students, and families. 

The Preschool 
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