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St Matthew Lutheran 
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The living evidence of the 

mercies of Christ. 



Going on Now   
Confirmation Classes 

This instructional course on the basic tenants of the 
Christian faith is made available for any child ages 11-
14. If you have a child or know of a child that would 
like to enter into Confirmation, contact the Pastor.  

 

Praise Team 
The Praise Team currently provides most of the      
instrumental  pre-service music for our Sunday      

services.  If you have any questions regarding the 
Praise Team, please contact Ken Young                       

or Dan Morrison. 

 

Lutherans Women’s Mission League (LWML)  

We meet Each Month, dates change per the event. 
Come contribute to Lutheran Missions Worldwide! 

All women are welcome! 
 

Altar Guild  
Since the morning of Christ’s resurrection, as the 

women approached to prepare the body of Christ for 
burial, ladies have gathered before the Sunday  

service to prepare the body of Christ for communion. 
If you are interested in helping with this sacred task, 

contact Lillian Holttum. 
 
 

Free Community Dinner! 
Community free dinner served every Wednesday at 

5pm. If you are interested in joining this ministry  
contact our Human Care Chairman, Kay Hermann. 

 
Choir  

CHOIR IS ON SUMMER BREAK                                              
Contact Rod Larson or Ken Young, if interested           

in joining.  

 

New Member’s Class 

Anyone interested in becoming a new member, 
please contact Pastor Sonnenberg or the church 

office.    360-457-4122.  

 

Upcoming Services 
Aug 2nd         Tenth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 14:13-21 
 
Aug 9th         Eleventh Sunday after  

         Pentecost  
        Matt 14:22-33 
 
Aug 16th        Twelfth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 15:21-28 
 
Aug 23rd       Thirteenth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 16:13-20 

 
Aug 30th       Fourteenth Sunday after  
         Pentecost  
        Matt 16:21-28 
 
Sept 6th        Fifteenth Sunday after  
        Pentecost  
       Matt 18:1-20 
 
Sept 13th      Sixteenth Sunday after  
        Pentecost  

       Matt 18:21-35 
 
Sept 20th      Seventeenth Sunday after  
        Pentecost  
       Matt 20:1-16 
 
Sept 27th      Eighteenth Sunday after  
        Pentecost  
       Matt 21:33-46 



CUT HERE TO SHARE OUR FLIER  

For 2026-2027 School year 
 

St Matthew Lutheran Preschool  
Christian play based learning for children ages 3-5 years old 

8:30 am — 11:30 am, Tuesday—Friday 

Register online at stmatthewpreschool.org  
360-457-4122 

ATTENTION: CRAFTERS ! 
Friday and Saturday, November 13 & 14, 9 AM – 3 PM 

We have a committee and date for the annual Holiday Bazaar!  Mark your calendar! 

Bazaar  Planning & Organizing Meetings  

Please try to attend: your input is valuable!

Bazaar set up:  week of November 8 - 12 
We need you! It’s fun and together we’ll have another successful fundraiser.  

 If you are making jam, jellies or goodies this summer think about putting a few aside to    
donate to the bazaar.  Jams, jellies, pies, baked goods and candy always sell well.  Also, 
think about items you might make to make and donate to the sale; wood working, sewing, 
knitting, art, homemade soaps are just a few ideas.  

Many volunteers are needed to make this event successful. Mark your calendar and watch 
more ways to participate.  We always have a fun time together. 

For More Information talk with Chris Glas or Jan Edmonds  



 

St Matthew Book Club 
August 3rd at 12:30 pm 

 

 

Hostess: Karla Newgard 

Location: Karla’s home  
  

Chris Glas, Marilyn Turton, Lu Meiner, Kay Hermann, 
Cindy Schlaffman, Patricia Clemen’s Family & Idah Smith 

Thank you to the Judy Schiebel funeral                                 
reception volunteers:                                                                     

Tim Stone, Cindy Schlaffman, Pam Predovich                               
and Peggy Romero.  



St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, June 11,  2026 

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Members Present:   
1. Pete Pettit President 
2. Leroy Peterson Vice-President 
3. Kathy Smith Treasurer 
4. Mary Heller Recording Secretary  
5. Bill Hermann Chair, Board of Elders 
6. Peggy Romero Chair, Fellowship 
7. Kay Hermann Chair, Human Care 
8. Lynn Vernon Chair, Stewardship 
9. Dan Smith Chair, Trustees 
 
 
 

Members Absent: 
1. Carl Deverter Chair, Evangelism 
2. Janis Deverter Chair, Youth & Education 
3. Pam Predovich Chair, Preschool 
4. Pastor Roger Sonnenberg 
 
1. Vacant Chair, Information Technology 
2. Vacant Chair, Finance 
3. Vacant Chair, Stewardship 
 
Guests: 
None 

Meeting was called to order by President Pete Pettit at 6:26 pm. Pastor opened with prayer.  
 
Pastor’s Report: None 

Approval of minutes: The minutes of the May 14, 2026 Council Meeting were read. Two corrections were 
noted. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as corrected. Motion was approved by 
voice vote.  

  
Council Reports: 

A. President’s report (Pete Pettit): Pete deferred his comments until later in the meeting.  

B. Vice-President’s report (Leroy Peterson): No Report  

C. Treasurer (Kathy Smith):   

1) Graph reports of Income and Expenses, preschool Income and Expenses, Restricted Fund balanc-
es as of May 31, 2026, and average Sunday attendance and giving were distributed to all. Kathy 
reported that the Carpet Restricted Fund is nearing fulfillment and expressed thanks to all for 
their generous giving.  

2) Kathy suggested that we need to continue emphasizing to the congregation a commitment to 
regular tithing and giving.  

D. Board of Elders (Bill Hermann):  Most of the last elders meeting was devoted to the upcoming 
Pastor call process with Circuit Visitor Pastor David Carnahan.  

E. Evangelism (Carl Deverter): No report.  

F. Fellowship (Peggy Romero): No report.  

G. Human Care (Kay Hermann):  

1) The next Haller Grant application has been submitted.   

2) Another $250 Thrivent grant has been received. Kay can help other Thrivent members apply for 
additional grants for any church ministry area. Kathy suggested information on Thrivent mem-
bership be included in a future Carillon newsletter.  

3) A short discussion was had on reservation and distribution of Wednesday dinners. Kay would like 
a cap of 80 total dinners each week.  



H) Stewardship (Vacant): No report.  

I) Trustee (Dan Smith): One new toilet was installed in the downstairs ladies restroom.  

J) Youth & Education (Kathy for Janis Deverter):  

1) Sunday School for the month of May was well attended, with between 9 and 11 students 
every week except the last. We are starting with the book of Genesis and moving through 
creation and the flood. A volunteer to help with crafts once or twice a month is being 
sought.  

2) Janis will be gone July 5 and would like a substitute teacher. It was suggested to cancel 
Sunday School on July 5 due to expected low attendance. Suggestion was adopted by   
consensus  

K. Finance Chair (Vacant): No report.  

L. Information Technology (Vacant): No report.  

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Preschool (Kathy for Pam Predovich): 

1. The Preschool Shindig was a good end-of-school year event. 

2. There are six students registered for the next school year. Leroy suggested we advertise 

                as a Preschool/Kindergarten Prep program, instead of simply preschool. 

Constitution and Bylaws (Leroy Peterson): 

1. The deadline for members to submit comments on the draft constitution and bylaws is June 20, 
and the committee will then review. Leroy affirmed with Circuit Visitor Pastor Carnahan that the 
Constitution Committee has discretion to accept or set aside any suggestion that was offered. 

2. A clarification of language in the constitution between Calendar Year and Fiscal Year needs to be 
incorporated. 

3. For the next congregational meeting, the following process points were agreed to: 

 • Only agenda items can be discussed; 

 • Discussion can only occur after a seconded motion has been brought to the floor, discussion 
    must be restricted to the topic of that motion, and discussion cannot move on until the                             
    current motion on the floor is acted upon; 

• Anyone who desires to make a comment must come to the front of the gathering to speak at      

   a microphone; 

 • Everyone who wishes to contribute a comment on the current point of discussion must be  
   allowed opportunity to speak, before a person will be allowed to come forward with a           
   second or subsequent comment. 

4) Leroy will put together a list of new constitution and bylaws changes for congregational 

    consideration prior to the next congregational meeting for constitution consideration. 

Unfinished Business: 

A. A draft Annual Report was distributed with a request to all for final review. The published               
document will be distributed after the adoption of the annual budget at the end of June. 
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, June 11,  2026 

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Unfinished Business: 

Budget discussion. 

1. Kathy provided a copy of the current draft budget updated from the last council meeting. 

2. A draft plan for congregational mission giving was distributed, with suggestion that we  
increase our outside mission work from our current level of approximately 2.5% of         
our budget, consisting of $5,000 to District and Synod support and $2,500 to the Trump 
mission in Africa. Our total mission support rises to approximately 16.65% of our budget if 
we include our local mission work of $1,450 in the Evangelism budget and $16,000 in the 
Wednesday dinner budget. Mary commented that we cannot discount the validity of our 
local mission work, and Bill commented that increasing our mission budget may be        
difficult given the reality of salary and benefit requirements for a new called pastor.    
Peggy suggested the mission giving outline might be a worthy goal but not be adopted at 
this time. It was also suggested that individual missions could be highlighted before the 
congregation from time to time with invitation for persons to individually contribute if 
and as they desire. 

3. Bill brought up future budget information that was obtained from Pastor Carnahan’s visit 
to the elders. District guidelines indicate a minimum $100,000 salary plus benefits for a 
new pastor, which would require that we increase our current pastor salary budget line 
item by at least $25,000-$50,000. Pastor Carnahan suggested we set up a restricted fund 
at this time in order to support a future new pastor call. Peggy suggested the elders share 
the information given by Pastor Carnahan with the congregation. 

4. A motion was made and seconded to approve the budget draft as amended. Motion was 
approved by voice vote. 

New/Current Business: 

A. A sign with a “Fidelity” logo was erected on church grounds, which was explained is a Christian 
response to Pride Month. It was acknowledged that the sign is confusing to the congregation and 
community, since the Fidelity campaign is generally unknown. It was further noted that any    
advertising/signage on church grounds, no matter the topic, must be approved in advance by 
council. Removal of signs was adopted by consensus. 

B. Pete suggested a regular feature in the Carillon of a Member Spotlight, starting with organist Ken 
Young. Suggestion was adopted by consensus. 

C. The annual church picnic will occur in July or August, exact date to be determined. 

Closing: Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm with closing prayer by Pete. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Heller 

Recording Secretary 



St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes, June 11,  2026 

(Follow-up actions are italicized )  

Recap of follow-up actions: 

1. Information on Thrivent membership to be included in a future Carillon newsletter. 

2. A clarification of language in the constitution between Calendar Year and Fiscal Year will be incorporated. 

3. Leroy will put together a list of new constitution and bylaws changes adopted by the constitution committee for con-
gregational consideration prior to the next congregational meeting for constitution consideration. 

4. All council members to give a final review to the draft Annual Report before publication in early July. 

5. A new Member Spotlight feature will be incorporated into future Carillons, starting with organist Ken Young. 



The Clallam County Fair is coming                 
soon—will you be there to help                    
St. Matthew welcome our community.  

This is one of our very best opportunities 
to welcome families across the Olympic 
Peninsula and show them the warmth, 
faith, and friendship of St. Matthew                 
Lutheran Church. Our booth can make a 
lasting impression—and it starts with 
church members like you.  

Please stop by the signup sheet in the    
Narthex and choose a time to serve            
during this four-day event: August 
20, 21, 22, and 23.  

Just three hours at the booth can help 
share God’s love, introduce neighbors to our friendly church family, and 
bless you with a full day at the fair—food, fun, entertainment, and              
fellowship included.  

Sign up today and be part of this joyful outreach! 

AUGUST 16TH, 3-7PM @ HERMANN FARM 

Grieving a Loss? 
Find hope and healing after the death of a loved one.   

13 week grief support group  

September 4th —December 4th,Fridays, 10 am —11:30am  

Contact: Sondya Rose 360 - 808 - 3262 



Dear Ladies of St. Matthew 

We are delighted to invite you to join us as the Women’s Bible Study          
begins again on Tuesday, September 8th, at 10:00 a.m. in the                             
Fellowship Hall. This will be our second round of studies, and we are so               
excited to gather together again. Last year, we truly enjoyed the chance to 
know one another more deeply than our brief Sunday conversations                          
often allow, and we were blessed by what we learned about the women of 
the Bible. As we explored their lives, we discovered how their stories still 
speak to our own lives today. 

Each week, we talk, read God’s Word, share what is on our 
hearts, pray     together, and leave encouraged. Whether 
you attended last year or are thinking about joining us for 
the first time, we would love to welcome you. Please come 
be part of this meaningful time of fellowship, learning, and 
friendship. 

If you plan to attend, please let us know so we can include 
you when we order the study book. The book is                
approximately $22.00. We look forward to seeing familiar 
faces from our last study and welcoming new ones, too. 

September 1st  



7 Reasons Worship Is Essential to the Christian Life 
Cindi McMenamin  (Crosswalk Daily) 

While gratitude is thanking God for what He’s done, praise and worship is adoring Him for Who He is. Wor-
ship is essential to the Christian life. 

To some, worship might seem like the 20-minute prelude to the sermon each Sunday morning. Or per-
haps it’s a synonym for the gathering of believers: “I’ll see you at the worship service.” “I’m not staying for 
worship.” “I’ll meet you just after worship.” Yet worship is not confined to music and singing, nor is it lim-
ited to a building or gathering of the saints. Worship is anything you and I do to esteem and magnify 
the worth-ship of God. 
Psalm 34:3 exhorts: “Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together!” (ESV). 
It isn’t just a suggestion, it’s a command—and it’s absolutely essential if we are to live an obedient and 
surrendered life as a follower of Jesus. We can magnify or enlarge the Lord’s name when we incorporate 
into our everyday lives ways of honoring Him, affirming His worth, and praising Him for Who He is, not just 
what He’s done. While gratitude is thanking God for what He’s done, praise and worship is adoring Him for 
Who He is. Here are seven reasons worship is essential to the Christian life: 
Worship keeps us heavenly-minded. 
Colossians 3:2 instructs: “Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth.” Worship focuses our minds—and hearts—on eternity. It reminds us we are not of this world—we 
have an eternal home with Jesus, and that’s why we can feel we don’t belong here on this earth, especial-
ly when our priorities and convictions are those of Christ’s and that sets us at odds with the rest of this 
world. Jesus said the world will hate us as it hated Him because He has chosen us out of the world to be 
called His (John 15:18-20). So, if you’re feeling that hate, you’re likely living in a way that is rubbing others 
the wrong way. You can keep a heavenly focus and remember to Whom and where you belong when you 
are in constant worship of your King. It also keeps you from trying to please, fit in with, or conform to this 
world (Romans 12:2). Worship your Lord, please Him, and He’ll keep you in constant touch with your pur-
pose for being here and will give you joy and peace while you remain obedient to Him. 
Worship keeps us focused on God, not ourselves. 
We can so easily be all about ourselves. Our self-love mentality can make us believe we exist for our-
selves. Yet we exist to glorify God. To focus on God’s worth-ship is to get ourselves out of the picture and 
let Him take the spotlight. John the Baptist said this about Jesus: “He must increase, but I must de-
crease” (John 3:30). That’s what worship does…it magnifies God and shrinks us, as it should be. In Eu-
gene Peterson’s The Message, John 3:30 is translated this way: “This is the assigned moment for [Jesus] to 
move into the center, while I slip off to the sidelines.” Worship puts the spotlight on God and places us 
back in the humble position to grow spiritually. 
Worship prioritizes our hearts and lives. 
Another aspect of worship is giving of your time, talents, and treasure. That definitely prioritizes our life as 
we give our time and money to what is most important to us. When you determine to give to God first your 
tithes and offerings after being paid each month, it prioritizes your spending, budgeting, and stewardship 
of all that He has given you. When you give of your time first to Him in prayer and reading of His Word, it 
prioritizes your day in determining Who and what is most important to you. In Matthew 6:19-20, Jesus 
commanded His followers to store up treasures in heaven, not here on earth. And by worshipping Him 
with the first and best of all you have (including your time, money, and abilities), you are showing Him He 

https://www.crosswalk.com/author/cindi-mcmenamin/
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+34:3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=colossians+3:2
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+15%3a18-20
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=romans+12:2
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+3:30
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+3:30
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=matthew+6%3a19-20


is first and foremost in your heart. 

Worship slows us down and reminds us of what matters most. 
One of my favorite worship activities is my daily walk around a small lake near my home. I can’t help but rec-
ognize and adore God when I’m outside among the beauty of His creation—away from technology, mobile de-
vices, and anything with a screen or “signal.” It is then that we can tune into His signals—the gentle breeze, 
the way He parts the clouds and sends the sun’s rays to shine through, the song of a bird, the rustle of leaves, 
and the reminder that “The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell there-
in” (Psalm 24:1 ESV). 
Getting out in nature reminds us of our purpose. Being out in the beauty of His creation and worshipping Him 
makes me think of the Luke 19 account when Jesus triumphantly rode into Jerusalem on a young colt and the 
Pharisees demanded He rebuke His followers for waving their palm branches and crying out praise to Him, 
their king. Jesus said if they remained silent “the very stones would cry out.” He must be praised and we are 
the ones created to do it. Don’t leave your God-given calling and purpose to the rocks! 
Worship is a witness to the world of whom we love. 
We all worship (or serve) something. Money. Fame. Possessions. People. Social Status. Substances. Self. Je-
sus said, “You cannot serve God and wealth (Matthew 6:24 NASB, emphasis added). Because worship is in-
grained in us, and we all worship something, taking the time to admire His magnificence in all He has created 
reminds us that He—not, possessions, fame, social status, substances, or any created thing—is worthy of 
our adoration and devotion. He alone is our greatest possession, worthy of all of my worship—and yours. King 
David, who was described by God as “a man after My heart” (Acts 13:22 NASB), sang: “Lord, you alone are 
my portion and my cup” (Psalm 16:5 NIV). 
Worship readies us for what’s to come. 
It is essential that we be in worship shape when we enter eternity. None of us knows exactly when our time on 
earth will expire. Whether we leave this earth and enter eternity by what we call an “accident” or “natural 
causes”—it’s all according to God’s timing, not ours. Therefore, we want to be in worship shape by the time 
we enter God’s presence, not wishing we’d spent more earthly hours preparing for our heavenly home. Psalm 
100:4 tells us: “Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 
name!” That should be a good goal of ours for how we enter eternity, as well. If you are always worshipping, 
you likely might be doing just that when you suddenly, unexpectedly, enter the presence of God. Scripture 
tells us we’ll be worshipping God for an eternity, so I want that to be second nature—if not first—when I get to 
heaven, don’t you? 
And that’s where corporate worship comes in. While we can worship individually (our heart connecting with 
God’s), there’s also a dynamic and necessary component of worshiping with other believers. Corporate wor-
ship includes accountability, encouragement, and the lifting up of one another as we grow together in unity. 
Jesus said our unity, and united worship, with other believers would be evidence of our love for Him. There’s a 
reason the world looks at “the church” differently. Be a part of a local, growing, thriving body of Christ. It is 
essential to growing spiritually and maturing in your faith and unity with other believers. Philippians 2:2 tells 
us we are to be of the same mind, maintain the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Corporate 
worship is a big part of that. 
Worship feeds our souls. 
Ever wonder how easy it is to become complacent if you haven’t gathered with other believers in quite some 
time? Have you noticed it’s sometimes difficult to find anything to be grateful for if you are not regularly in His 
Word and being reminded that everything you have has been given to you? Do you ever lack spiritual energy 
and focus? That’s because just like the human body needs food, water, and sleep, the soul needs worship in 
order to be refreshed, refueled, and re-energized. Give worship to the One who deserves it all. 
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